June 21, 2021

Governor Gavin Newsom
State Capitol Building, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814

CalEPA Secretary Jared Blumenfeld
California Environmental Protection Agency
1001 I Street

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA 95812-2815

DPR Director Val Dolcini

California Department of Pesticide Regulation
1001 I Street

P.O. Box 4015

Sacramento, CA 95812-4015

Via email: Governor@Governor.ca.gov, Jared.Blumenfeld@calepa.ca.gov, Val.Dolcini@cdpr.ca.gov

Re: Scientist Support for Public Access to Notices of Intent to Apply Pesticides

Dear Governor Newsom, Secretary Blumenfeld and Director Dolcini:

We write as scientists to thank you for your ongoing efforts to provide Californians with the right to
know about applications of hazardous pesticides. We urge you to act now to make this information
widely available in a timely way.

California has led the nation in terms of right to know laws about pesticides. California’s pesticide
use reporting system for the last three decades has provided Californians with important information
that is not available in other states. However, it has an important flaw. Currently, the most recent
data available is 2018 data and it is rare that the system is less than two years behind. Most
significantly, no information is provided to the public about pesticide applications until after they
have occurred. As a result, it is currently not possible for most Californians to take public health
measures to avert exposures. This is a missed opportunity for preventive action.

Under California law, applications of certain hazardous pesticides must receive a permit from their
county, and applicators must provide the county with advance notice of pesticide applications. Your
effort to make this information (Notices of Intent or NOIs) publicly available prior to applications
occurring is a crucial step forward in providing Californians with the information they need in order
to protect themselves and their loved ones. This information will also be of great help to health
professionals who otherwise may find it difficult to diagnose and treat pesticide poisonings.

One of the most concerning families of pesticides used in California is soil fumigants. Some are
widely applied in California agriculture: over 12 million pounds of 1,3-dichloropropene were used in



2018 along with over 8 million pounds of potassium N-methyldithiocarbamate, over 7 million
pounds of chloropicrin, and over 3 million pounds of metam sodium.

These fumigants pose significant health hazards. Both 1,3-dichloropropene and metam sodium are
identified as carcinogens by the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA).
Metam sodium and potassium N-methyldithiocarbamate cause reproductive harm according to
OEHHA. The Department of Pesticide Regulation has identified chloropicrin and 1,3-
dichloropropene as Toxic Air Contaminants. Chloropicrin was used in warfare as a nerve agent in
the early 1900’s. Now it is injected into soil and widely used to protect strawberries and other high-
volume crops. It is highly volatile, contaminating the air after applications, from hours to weeks.
Chloropicrin is immediately dangerous to life and health at levels as low as 2 parts per million and
can cause long term neurologic damage. At lower exposure levels, it still poses a risk to eyes, skin,
and the respiratory tract.

Fumigant applications in California require Notices of Intent. Making these Notices publicly
available would give California communities the information they need to protect themselves from
soil fumigants and other hazardous pesticides.

There is also a strong environmental justice concern about pesticide use in California, because many
agricultural communities are primarily low income and Hispanic/Latinx. Based on OEHHA's
CalEnviroScreen data, about 50% of the census tracts in California where pesticide use exceeds
1000 pounds per year have populations that are majority Hispanic/Latinx. Giving these communities
the right to know about pesticide applications would be an important step in maintaining California's
leadership regarding environmental justice.

We urge you to move quickly to make pesticide Notices of Intent publicly available prior to
applications of hazardous pesticides.

Sincerely,
(affiliations given for identification purposes only)

Irva Hertz-Picciotto, MPH, PhD

Professor, Department of Public Health Sciences

Director, UC Davis Environmental Health Sciences Center

University of California Davis, School of Medicine and MIND Institute

Meg Schwarzman, MD MPH

Assoc. Physician, UCSF Family Medicine Dept.
Assoc Dir, Berkeley Center for Green Chemistry
Center for Occupational and Environmental Health
University of California Berkeley

Michael Zeiss, PhD
Former Department of Pesticide Regulation scientist (2007 - 2017)
California Environmental Protection Agency



Chris Geiger, PhD
Green Purchasing ~ Safer Pest Management
San Francisco Department of the Environment

Lara Cushing, PhD, MPH

Assistant Professor & Jonathan and Karin Fielding Presidential Chair in Health Equity
Department of Environmental Health Sciences

Fielding School of Public Health

University of California Los Angeles

Peggy Reynolds, PhD
Professor, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics
University of California San Francisco

Jonathan London, PhD

Associate Professor, Department of Human Ecology/ Community and Regional Development
Co-Director: Community Engagement Core: UC Davis Environmental Health Science Center
Faculty Director, Center for Regional Change

University of California, Davis

Dipak Ghosal, PhD

Prem Jain Family Presidential Chair

Chair, Graduate Group of Computer Science
Department of Computer Science
University of California Davis

Melina Packer, PhD
Department of Gender & Sexuality Studies
University of California, Riverside

Marilyn Silva, PhD, DABT

Independent Researcher

Retired from a career in toxicology and risk assessment from:

Department of Pesticide Regulation, California Environmental Protection Agency

Cochair of Environmental Health Sciences Center’s Community Stakeholder Advisory Committee,
University of California Davis

Robert Harrison, MD, MPH

Clinical Professor of Medicine

Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine
University of California, San Francisco

Gina Solomon, MD, MPH
Program Director, Science for Toxic Exposure Prevention and Achieving Resilient Communities
Public Health Institute, Oakland, CA



Beate Ritz, MD, PhD

Professor of Epidemiology, Environmental Health, and Neurology
School Of Medicine and Fielding School of Public Health
University of California Los Angeles

Paul B. English, PhD, MPH
Director, Tracking California
Public Health Institute, Oakland, CA

Virginia Boucher, PhD
Reserve Director, Jepson Prairie Reserve
University of California, Davis

Maywa Montenegro, PhD

Research Fellow, Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience
Assistant Professor, Department of Environmental Studies
University of California, Santa Cruz

Robert Gunier, PhD

Assistant Researcher

Center for Environmental Research and Community Health
School of Public Health

University of California, Berkeley

Amy M. Padula, PhD, MSc

Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences
Division of Maternal and Fetal Medicine

Program for Reproductive Health and the Environment
University of California, San Francisco

Luoping Zhang, PhD
Environmental Health Sciences
School of Public Health
University of California, Berkeley

Natalia Deeb-Sossa, PhD
Chicana/o Studies
University of California, Davis

Kim Harley, MPH PhD

Associate Director, Center for Environmental Research and Community Health (CERCH)
Associate Adj. Professor, School of Public Health

University of California, Berkeley

Leeka Kheifets, PhD

Epidemiology Department

Fielding School of Public Health
University of California, Los Angeles



Asa Bradman, PhD

Department of Public Health

University of California Merced

Center for Environmental Research and Community Health
University of California Berkeley

Ximena P. Vergara, PhD, MPH
Adjunct Assistant Professor
Department of Epidemiology

UCLA Fielding School of Public Health
University of California Los Angeles

Rebecca J. Schmidt, PhD

Associate Professor, Molecular Epidemiologist

Department of Public Health Sciences

MIND (Medical Investigations of Neurodevelopmental Disorders) Institute

Co-Lead, Integrated Health Sciences and Facilities Core, Environmental Health Sciences Center
UC Davis Perinatal Origins of Disparities Center

University of California Davis School of Medicine

José Ricardo Suarez, MD, PhD, MPH

Associate Professor

Herbert Wertheim School of Public Health and Human
Longevity Science

University of California San Diego

CC:

Christine Hironaka, Office of the Governor, Christine.Hironaka@gov.ca.gov
Angela Pontes, Office of the Governor, Angela.Pontes@gov.ca.gov

Julie Henderson, CalEPA, Julie.Henderson@calepa.ca.gov

Yana Garcia, CalEPA, Yana.Garcia@calepa.ca.gov

Linda Lye, CalEPA, Linda.Lye@calepa.ca.gov

Karen Morrison, DPR, Karen.Morrison@cdpr.ca.gov

Martha Sanchez, DPR, Martha.Sanchez@cdpr.ca.gov






